28            BEST METHODS OF COUNTERACTING
era unbelieving science too.   The hotter the battle, the more gainful its issue!
In answer to the question as to the best scientific methods of defense, I pass by all matters of detail (which will be separately treated of in our conferences), and will now endeavor to delineate \k& fundamental positions which we must take up, in order successfully to defend our faith, and at the same time to expose clearly the scientific and practical weakness of the opposing.systems.
The first question is: How far does the ground extend which must under all circumstances be defended? Which are the absolutely indispensable articles of our Protestant Christian faith ?. This brings us to a point that is most important for our subject, and which it should be the chief business of our dogmatic theology to settle: I mean, the clear definition and limitation of the essential and fundamental articles of our failh, in contradistinction to those which are less important and may be left to the free judgment of each individual Christian. In order to carry out its task, our science of defense must learn to treat minor points as such. lie who defends too much, and represents doubtful things as absolutely necessary to be believed, will no more succeed than he who defends too little, f. e,, mere rational truths, .instead of the heart of Christian belief. What is, then, the chief object of our defense as distill-